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weakened by the rebellions of his sons, aided by their mother,
his wife Queen Eleanor.
Queen Eleanor's Quarrel. Fifteen months after the
murder of St Thomas, just as his shrine was beginning to be one
of the principal places of pilgrimage in Europe, Henry returned
from Ireland, after an expedition which will be dealt with later,
to find that his family had joined his enemies. He hastened to
reconcile himself with the Pope, maintained his innocence by
oath upon the Gospels, was absolved, and did public penance.
But he never recovered the position he had hitherto held.
In the next year, 1173, there came a sort of universal attack
upon the King: his son Geoffrey, who had married the heiress
of Brittany, invaded Normandy, the King of Scotland foraged
across the border, and his eldest son, Henry, and his second son,
Richard, were also in rebellion. Henry did further penance the
next year, publicly submitting to formal reception of the dis-
cipline at St Thomas's tomb; and he had the good fortune to
capture the King of Scotland, compelling him to a further ac-
knowledgment of the suzerainty of the English Crown and the
demarcation of the border. Henry also gave some promise to the
Pope that he would regard him as a feudal lord, and received
moral aid from him, for the Pope threatened to excommunicate
Henry's wife unless she returned to her husband. The great
attack upon Henry therefore began to fail, and long before the
end of the ten years after the Archbishop's death he was almost as
strong as ever, as regards internal affairs, though he had to leave
the government of the more distant parts of his empire to his
sons. His son Geoffrey was, in any case, technically independent
in Brittany, and Richard was governing Aquitaine.
But in Henry's foreign relations everything had changed;
and when, in the year 1180, this new young French King Philip,
who came to be called from his successes Philip Augustus,
succeeded to the French monarchy, it was already clear that the
ideal of a universal Anglo-French realm in the West would not
be realized. The conception remained. It was attempted over
and over again till it nearly reached success more than two
hundred years later. It seemed a necessary fruit of a society in
which all the leaders were of one French speech and all the social
habits of one kind. But, as French died out in England and as
the common social habit of the Middle Ages declined after
I35°> one western realm proved impossible.

